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We Really Believe in Discipleship!
Various Scriptures
Introduction: The Use of “really”
Two Different Views of Discipleship,
1. Lordship Salvation / Commitment Salvation, says that to be a Christian is to be a Disciple, a believer equals a Disciple. When evangelizing or preaching the gospel one must preach a gospel of commitment, surrender, and total sacrifice as conditions for salvation. [What this exactly means varies, such as the level of commitment].
2. Free Grace - “Discipleship is a commitment different from, but related to one’s eternal salvation experience.”
We are dedicated to the clear proclamation of God’s free salvation through “faith alone in Christ alone,” which is properly correlated with and yet distinguished from issues related to discipleship, i.e.: “following Jesus; giving, committing or surrendering one’s life to Christ” (Mark 8:34) 
What is a Disciple?

A Disciple Defined – two Greek terms,

 “mathetes” – Disciple – a learner, pupil, student. The goal of discipleship is to be “like his teacher” (Luke 6:40)
  “akoloutheo” – Follower, “come after Me” It is NOT a turning from sin. Not synomous with repentance. [Repent is a turning from sin in order to avoid temporal punishment such as sickness or death].
Three Kinds of Disciples
1. Curious Followers – Used of the multitudes that followed Jesus, especially at the beginning of His ministry. It may include unbelievers, such as Judas Iscariot. They had a minimal commitment and must stopped following him. Some possessed the characteristics of rocky soil believers (Matthew 13:20-21) others thorny soil believers (13:22-23)
2. Convinced Followers – These were undoubtable believers but possessed reserved commitment, such as Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, (they did not literally follow Jesus from city to city) and Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus.
3. Committed Followers – These believers possessed a deeper relationship with Christ, such as the twelve (minus Judas) who left their current life behind to literally follow Jesus wherever He went during His earthly ministry. There are various conditions for being a committed follower, called “true disciples” and/or “disciples indeed”.
A committed Follower is a believer who “abides in His Word” (John 8:30-31)

[Believers today cannot literally follow Jesus around for He presently resided in heaven at the right hand of the Father. “Follow me” or “to follow Him” is found exclusively in the four gospels. However, believers can follow Him by abiding or continuing in His Word (John 8:30-31).
There is only ONE Condition for receiving eternal life [Salvation from Hell] – “Faith Alone in Christ Alone”.

There are MANY Conditions for Becoming a “True Disciple” – All Very Costly
· Self-denial
· Taking up your cross
· Following Christ / Remaining in His Word
· Losing Your Life for Him

· Not Being Ashamed of Him

· Proclaiming Christ Publically

· Hating Your Family

Discipleship in the Book of Acts
In the book of Acts being a disciple equals being a Christian, “the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26). Acts of the Apostles is the historic fulfillment of Matthew 28:19-20 and Mark 16:15. 
Discipleship in the Epistles

In the epistles a disciple was called a “mimetes” or “imitator”. The disciple is to imitate Christ or “be like Christ”. The imitator is characterize by “attachment, motivation, submission, and obedience”. The goal is “Christlikeness”. 
Degrees of Discipleship – Every believer begins in infancy, and grows in his faith and knowledge. Discipleship is a journey, not an arrival. It is a progression, and a process.
The Differences Between Salvation and Discipleship
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Reasons Why “Commitment Salvation”

Misses the Mark on Discipleship
1. Commitment Salvation Confuses Justification with Sanctification – 
Frist, what do these theological terms mean,
· Justification is a one-time declarative act by God proclaiming us positionally righteous before Him.
· Sanctification is an ongoing progression of growth in righteousness and godly conduct, learning to live in obedience to Him. It is living up to our new position. It is matching our practice with our position.
     Secondly we must understand that justification and sanctification are related, but they MUST remain distinct.”
     We see this distinction in the book of Romans very clearly where justification is dealt with from 3:21 through the end of chapter 5. Then, we find sanctification being discussed in chapter 6-8. The first command in Romans is not found until 6:11 because obedience has nothing to do with justification, but everything to do with sanctification.
2. Commitment Salvation Negates Grace with Works

     This is simple, you can’t mix the two - grace and works. Salvation is either by grace, a gift received, or salvation is by works, something that is earned! As so as you add works to grace, grace ceases to exist

“But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.” (Romans 11:6)

     To mix grace and works is to be “double minded” (James 1:8; 4:8) It’s like speaking out of both ends of your mouth at the same time contradictory things. 


A Schizophrenic Theology

     Commitment Salvation talks about costly grace and demeans Free Grace with being cheap. But, there is only one kind of grace and it’s free. It cannot be free and costly. “Costly grace” is a contradiction, an oxymoron. It is “Fake Grace”. 
The Cross was not “Grace to Him”, but it is truly “Grace to You”.

     Is salvation costly? Yes! Salvation is free to us, but costly to God. To Christ it cost Him His life. Christ did all the work on the cross for us. The work of redemption is over. Redemption means to purchase or to buy. It implies cost. And Jesus paid it all. The cost was His to bear, not ours. So then we were, “…justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;” (Romans 3:24) 

“And the only reason we can have a free salvation is because God paid a tremendous price. So we don’t say that there is no price. We don’t deny that there is a cost to salvation. We just say that God paid it by His grace.”

     Grace by definition is free, absolutely free, a free gift. Of course this is redundant. The debate has forced us to do so. 
Salvation is by His grace, a free gift, given to us. Discipleship is very costly to us
     Free Grace clarifies the distinction between grace and works. Commitment salvation confuses grace and works. Grace is the foundation of our commitment to Christ. And our commitment to Him helps us to grow as a disciple.
     “Free grace believes that it is through faith in Christ that we are eternally saved, but it is through faithfulness to Christ that we are made disciples.”
 
3. Commitment Salvation is Unrealistic in its Expectation of the Unregenerate –

Commitment Salvation’s view of discipleship assumes a Christian response from unbelievers. What would an unbeliever know about carrying a cross, self-denial, or loving God with his whole heart? Even mature Christian struggle with such issues.
It doesn’t make any sense to expect an unregenerate person, dead in sin, to fully love God, to make a total commitment of submission or surrender, and be willing to suffer for Christ. It is totally unrealistic for an unregenerate person to make mature Christian decisions.

Illustration: Life Guard – If you’re drowning in the ocean you would not expect the life guard to tell you that in order to be saved from drowning you have to first commit to becoming a full-fledged certified life guard. No, of course not! You would say, “That’s absurd!” Commitment Salvation is just as absurd! You just want to be saved. Someone may later commit to becoming a life guard out of gratitude, but it is not necessary in order to be saved.
     Now, of course, it is almost without saying, the unsaved must recognize the need for salvation, he must understand his perilous situation, otherwise he would never cry out for salvation. It could be illustrated like this,
     All of humanity is in a precarious condition, swimming in an ocean far from safety and the shore of life. Humanity does not recognize the grave danger they are in. They swim what they believe is an ocean of peace and safety. After some time of swimming, many though recognize that they are in some danger of drowning and will perish, because they themselves have wandered far from the shore of life. They can see the shore in the distance and begin to make an attempt to return. They swim fully believing they can make by their own effort, by their own ability, but not realizing they are too far from shore, hopelessly unable to make it by their own effort. Some may attempt to swim even more vigorously, but they are good as dead, they are perishing and possess no ability whatsoever to save themselves. Some supposed life guards swim out to encourage them, “You can make it, just try harder. Just fully commit yourselves and can make it to shore. Become like me. I’m a fully committed life guard.” All of these will perish still fully believing they could have made it, if they had been totally committed.
     Meanwhile, a true life guard swimming in the ocean of death, cries out to the perishing swimmers, “Trust in me alone, and I will take you to shore of life.” There are some swimmers, who at the very least have the ability to realize that they can never make it to the shore of life by their own effort, and will perish forever, no matter how hard they tried, no matter how hard they really believed, no matter how fully committed they were in attempting to make it. They cry out for help, “Save me, I am perishing”. A true life guard immediately comes beside them and they grab hold of his words “Trust me, take my hand and I will take you to the shore of life and be saved.” These perishing swimmer receive his words, thus they are saved.
     On the other hand, false life guards and cry out saying, “That’s too easy! You must also commit yourself and swim with me into the shore of life.” Many heed these words, but again all perish in the ocean of death, believing in some form of self-effort.
     Once safely ashore, those who trusted in the true life guard are then given instruction concerning how they themselves my commit to becoming a trained life guard and call out to those who are still perishing in the ocean of death. This instruction includes the rigorous training necessary to become a true life guard and the benefits for enduring this training. Many commit, but most do not. So their remains many in the ocean of death who need to hear the message of life, but few are those true life guards who cry out to the perishing in the ocean of death. 
     It is only after the perishing are saved that they can now realistically commit to following Christ, remain in His Word, and become obedient servants of Him who saved them. Free grace theology teaches that obedience and commitment are a response to God’s wonderful grace, not a necessary element in order to be saved. 
     There is a good reason Romans 12:1 follows Romans chapters 1-11. Paul’s urging of commitment to service follows is discussion concerning salvation from sin, both justification salvation (1-4), sanctification salvation (5-8) Israel’s salvation (9-11). Paul tells us about who we are, before he tells us what to do. There is a process and a progression. Salvation should result in discipleship… they are sequential. We can also see this progression in Titus 2:11-13,
 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,” 

God instructs to “us” that is, those who are saved. This “instruction”, “teaching”, is training that a teacher gives a child. The Christian life is a process of taking those who are not mature, into maturity, from spiritual infancy into spiritual adulthood. It takes most people awhile to understand what God has done for us and then to respond in accordance to that understanding.
4. Commitment Salvation Leaves you No Where to Grow –

If we believe that people must commit to the conditions of being a disciple… in order to become a Christian, where does that leave them room to grow.
Growth is expected, “as new born babes desire the pure milk that you may grow thereby (1 Peter 2:2). “Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18)

CS is unrealistic in its expectations for Christian growth, nor is it realistic about the reality of sin in our lives.

Do we want Christian to be committed? Of course we do. Should we expect unbeliever or new believers to make a “full comment to the adventure of following Christ”.
There are levels of commitment that we are called to.

Illustration: Canoeing the lake in NC. Discipleship is like that. There are greater challenges, greater rewards, and greater excitement in store for us if we persevere in our commitment.

There is a process of discipleship/commitment. Jesus called people to salvation and he called believers to discipleship. He also called disciples to be disciples, again and again. He called Peter to “Follow Him” numerous times, even said, “Get behind me…”

Peter’s struggles and challenges increased with greater knowledge which required a great level of commitment.

The pressure of discipleship is always before us. It’s a progression, a process, and journey. It is a call to one level of commitment to a greater level of commitment.
A disciple is always challenged to become more of a disciple.

5. Commitment Salvation Confuses the Gospel –

If discipleship is included in conditions for eternal salvation then the good news is no longer “really” good news. Assurance of salvation is an illusion, it’s absolutely impossible to know whether you are saved at any given moment. 
6. Commitment Salvation Makes Salvation Inaccessible – Matthew 11:28-30
Commitment Salvation takes away the hope of salvation from so many people. 

The gospel invitation, the message of life is inclusive, it is “whosoever” believes… Discipleship is very exclusive, Jesus said, “You cannot be My disciple unless…” “Unless a man…”

When it comes to salvation Jesus invites everyone. When it comes to discipleship he practically push them away. Jesus’ discipleship classes went from 6000 to 12. People to not flock to suffering, taking up crosses, and denying themselves”. That’s the nature of discipleship. It is very exclusive.
Matt. 11:28-30
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light”

There is a big difference between believing and behaving, “come to me” and “come after me”, receiving eternal life and taking up the cross. 

Conclusion:

When we teach about discipleship and commitment, we must keep it distinct from eternal life, but related.

Discipleship should follow salvation and salvation should flow into discipleship, otherwise we ought to be charged with child neglect.
Discipleship is the key to knowing and growing in the only true God and Jesus Christ, for this is the ultimate goal, for this is eternal life (John 17:3) Only the free grace approach to discipleship can get us there.

Conclusion
Reasons Why “Free Grace” Hits the Mark on Discipleship

1. Free Grace Properly Correlates and Distinguishes Justification from Sanctification 
2. Free Grace Properly Sequentially Separates Grace with Works – Romans 11:6
3. Free Grace is Realistic in its Expectation of the Unregenerate –

4. Free Grace Allows New Believers Room to Grow  –

5. Free Grace Clarifies the Gospel –

6. Free Grace Makes Salvation Accessible to All – Matthew 11:28-30
Discipleship


Sanctification 


By Works


Through Faithfulness


Costly


My Love for Christ


My Commitment for Christ


My Cross for Christ


Eternal Rewards


Believer’s Response


Progressive


Continued Growth


Many Conditions


Exclusive








Eternal Salvation


Justification


By Grace


Through Faith


Free


Christ’s Love for Me


Christ’s Commitment for Me


Christ’s Cross for Me


Eternal Life


Unbeliever’ Response


Instantaneous


New Birth


One Condition


Inclusive

















� Charlie Bing, “Why Lordship Faith Misses the Mark for Discipleship” Dr. Charlie Bing, GraceLife Ministries, p. 3


� Ibid, p. 3





